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Opening Statement
by
Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha of Thailand
at the 18" session of the United Nations Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ)

16 April 2009, Vienna International Center

Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me a distinct honour and pleasure / to address the 18™ session / of the
Commission on Crime Prevention / and Criminal Justice. / First of all, / T would like to
congratulate you, / Mr. Chairman, / upon your election to this important post. / Under your
leadership and guidance, / I am confident that our task at hand / will be steered towards a
successful conclusion. / T also take this opportunity / to congratulate other elected members /

of the Extended Bureau.
Mr. Chairman,

There is no doubt / that globalization has had a tremendous impact / on the
questions of crime and punishment. / On the one hand, / it poses a challenge for all of us / to
keep up with new forms and methods of organized crime, / particularly those related to the
Internet and cyber-crime. / Yet on the other ha;1d, / it offers us an opportunity / to reflect
upon the standards and norms / on how offenders are dealt with. / Therefore, / the topics for

this year’s thematic debate / namely economic fraud and identity-related crime / as well as



penal reform / and the reduction of prison overcrowding, / are very much timely / and

equally appropriate.

But let me concentrate exclusively on the latier. / In the past several years, /
the rapid growth of the prison population worldwide / has led to prison overcrowding, /
which often times raises questions related to / the respect for human rights in penal
institutions. / Thailand is of the view that / correctional policies should be devised with the
aim to / keep offenders out of prisons / to the extent possible / through such measures as
restorative justice / and other alternatives to imprisonment. / Concurrently, / prison
authorities should also improve measures / to reduce prison overcrowding, / while

embracing the rights-based approach / to the treatment of prisoners.

In recent years, / gender mainstreaming has made its way / to the agenda of
human rights / and the administration of justice, / In October 2008, / for exafnple, / the
United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights / launched the “Dignity
and Justice for Detainees Week” / to raise public awareness about / the human rights of
detainees, / cspecially those of women and girls. / Also, in March this year, / the
Commission on the Status of Women / and the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice / also forged a joint dialogue / to address violence against women / through

legal reform.

In my statement to this august gathering last year, / | emphasized the
importance of / providing assistance and care to women prisoners, / including children
living with imprisoned mothers, / Despite the fact that women prisoners are increasing in
number, / they are often considered the forgotten population in prison settings. / The 1955
United Nations Standard Minimum Rules / for the Treatment of Prisoners / apply to all
prisoners without discfimination, / including women. / But in our rapidly changing world, /
we must confront the reality that / the SMR can no longer accommodate the specific needs

of women, / Therefore, I decided to launch the project called ELFI, / which stands for /



“Enhancing Lives of Female Inmates™ / last year in order to address the gender gap in the

SMR and supplement them with a more adequate set of rules,
Mr. Chairman,

We are also at a critical juncture of preparing / for the Twelfth United Nations
Congress / on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice / to be held in Salvador, Brazil next
year. / It is a chance for us to look at the world crime trends / so as to formulate
comprehensive strategies and responses, / particularly on issues of substantial concerns to
all regions. / This is why I believe that the regional preparatory process, / including any
other relevant inputs, / will be important towards mainstreaming the various concerns / into
the substantive preparation for the outcome of the Congress. / From the Vienna to Bangkok
Congresses, / the Declarations calling for a review of adequacy / of standards and norms on
prison management / and the special needs of women prisoners / had been all the more
consistent. / For Thailand, / the proposal to develop “United Nations Rules on the Treatment
of Women Prisoners / and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders” / will be a

tangible contribution in this area.
Mr, Chairman,

Violence against women is a vicious form of crime / that shall not be tolerated
or condoned by any societies. / Last year / the Commission took on the thematic debate on /
aspects of such violence with a view to / strengthening effective responses to them. /
In accordance with the Commission’s decision 17/1, / Thailand had the honour to host / the
intergovernmental expert meeting / to review and update the Model Strategies and Practical
Measures / on the Elimination of Violence against Women / in the Field of Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice / in Bangkok just a few weeks ago.



I think it is high time for the international community / to send a strong
message of hope to women and girls around the world / that their rights, dignity and safety
shall be promoted / within the criminal justice system. / Thailand is pleased to join Bolivia,
Finland, Namibia, and the Philippines / in co-organizing a side event with a panel
discussion on / “Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Responses / to Violence against
Women and Girls” / during this session of the Commission. / Such a gathering certainly
helps / in galvanizing the momentum of support / before we revisit this extremely important

issue again / at the 19" session next year.
Mr. Chairman,

As we gather here to set out policies / on crime prevention and criminal justice
/ in the years ahead, / we need to ensure that gender mainstreaming / has become our order
of the day. / After all, / standards and norms can only work in our favour, / if we care to take
an inclusive approach to promote / women’s rights in the administration of justice. / But to
do so efficiently and effectively would require / a strong and coordinated cooperation of all
parties concemned. To this end, Thailand looks forward to the fruitful deliberations during

this session.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
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Remarks
by
Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha of Thailand
on the occasion of the inauguration of the ELFI Exhibition
at the 18" session of the United Nations Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ)
16 April 2009, Vienna International Center

Mr. Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UNODC,
Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, it is an honour and pleasure for me to be conferred the UNODC
Medal of Recognition this evening. Allow me to express my heartfelt gratitude to you,
Mr. Costa, for your continued support and cooperation in promoting women’s rights in the
criminal justice system. If anything, this award will further inspire and enhance the public
awareness about the specific needs of women in prisons, both in Thailand and beyond.
It can also be seen as a way to uplift the spirit of underprivileged women and those who are

subject to violence.

I am also pleased that this awarding ceremony is taking place at the
inauguration of the ELFI Exhibition. I strongly feel that momentum is needed to move
forward the agenda of women prisoners by scrutinizing their plight and how they are treated.
The international community must recognize that the development of rules on the treatment of
women prisoners and non-custodial measures for women offenders, which are supplementary

to the 1955 SMR, is long over due.

With this in mind, it is my sincere hope that the ELFI Exhibition in Vienna
will serve its intended purpose during this session of the CCPCJ. We have a common duty to
protect the lives and rights of these wornen prisoners, while addressing their specific needs
and creating better living conditions for them. Thailand would highly appreciate your
invaluable support to its proposed draft United Nations Rules with a view to improving

outcomes for women prisoners, their children and their communities.

Once again, thank you very much for this distiguished honour.
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
Award of Recognition

Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha

Vienna, 16 April 2008

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has decided to honour
through this award the vision, dedication and leadership of Her Royal Highness
Princess Bajrakitiyabha of Kingdom of Thailand in promoting women’s rights in the
criminal justice system.

As both a criminal law scholar and a public prosecutor, Her Royal Highness has a
strong personal interest in the judicial process. She has been a lifelong advocate for
the improvement of better living conditions of female inmates in correctional facilities
in Thailand, particularly pregnant inmates and children of imprisoned mothers.
She has also been a driving force in the designing of policies, strategies and initiatives
intended for the empowerment of women and the promotion and protection of
children and youth, including juvenile justice.

The continued efforts of Her Royal Highness in promoting dignity and justice for
women prisoners led her to the conception of the “Kamlangjai” or “Inspire” Project,
The primary goal of this Project is to offer moral support, encouragement,
opportunity, as well as necessary assistance to the women prisoners, offenders and
probationers in Thailand, while campaigning for a society that is mature and ready
enough to reintegrate this group of population at a later stage. Accordingly, a great
deal of momentum and awareness of this issue has been generated in recent years.

As the need io address specific needs and rights of women in prisons has increasingly
become a common issue in many parts of the world, Her Royal Highness decided to
initiate the “Enhancing Lives of Female Inmates Project” or “ELFI” with the aim to
create the new “United Nations Rules on the Treatment of Women Prisoners and
Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders” as a supplement to the 1955 Standard
Minimum Rules. Such initiative will be a stepping stone towards strengthening the
United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice.

Her Royal Highness has also been a leading voice to campaign for the elimination of
violence against women. Having recognized the gracious ability and devotion of
Her Royal Highness, the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
decided to confer upon her the title of UNIFEM Goodwill Ambassador for Thailand.
In that capacity, she launched various awareness raising activities, including public
examination of relevant legislations, all of which have galvanized all sectors of the
society to support this noble cause. Her compassion, determination and advocacy
contributed to the improvement of lives and rights of women in the criminal justice
system in her own country and beyond.
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UNODC honours Thai princess for promoting rights of women prisoners

UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa yesterday gave an Award of
Recognition to Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol of the Kingdom of
Thailand for her outstanding work to promote prison reform and the humane treatment of
prisoners. Mr, Costa said that UNODC had decided “to honour Her Royal Highness’s
vision, dedication and leadership in promoting women's rights in the criminal justice
system.”

The Princess is in Vienna to attend the 18" session of the United Nations Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. Addressing that body, she said women were the
“forgotten population in prison settings”. The United Nations was increasingly adopting
a human rights and gender-based approach to the treatment of prisoners, she said.

The Princess has done much to help stop violence against women and improve prison
conditions in Thailand. Her “Kamlangjai” or “Inspire” Project offers assistance to femnale
and pregnant inmates and their children, as well as helping probationers. Since unskilled
women are more likely than men to relapse into crime, the project facilitates their
reintegration into society with vocational training and employment programmes.

This idea is now going global with the project “Enhancing Lives of Female Inmates
Project” (ELFI). It aims to create new UN Rules on the Treatment of Women Prisoners
and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders” as a supplement to the 1955
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (of which UNODC is the
custodian).

Princess Bajrakitiyabha has already been recognized by the UN for her work: she is
UNIFEM Goodwill Ambassador for Thailand.

Link to interview here
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